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the Madras Local Funds Act and the Madras Municipal

Act of 1871, and would, no doubt, in great part have

taken place irrespectively of the new arrangement in

regard to provincial grants; but in part also it must

be considered to have been a consequence of that

arrangement.    This  Government is,  however,  fully

aware of the importance of restraining the progress

of local taxation, and of adopting such measures as

may appear practicable and desirable to alleviate its

pressure upon the people.

3.  Great as have been the advantages resulting
from the Resolution, there are nevertheless some im-
portant respects in which it may fairly be charac-
terised (1) as inconsistent and (2) as defective.

4.  In the first place,   from the   objects of  ex-
penditure to which the fixed assignment applies, some
are excluded which are more peculiarly " Provincial"
than those which it includes; as, for instance, the
expenditure in this Presidency on public parks and
gardens, and the contribution by the Government to
certain charitable institutions.

5.  In the next place, it is not easy to see on what
ground the application of the principle has been con-
fined to the particular departments specified in the
Eesolution, or why it should not be extended, with
proportionately increased advantage, to every depart-
ment which is administered exclusively by the Local
Governments.    The same grounds which rendered it
expedient that   the Local   Governments   should be
entrusted with the distribution of public money for
purposes of Education, Police,  and Civil  Buildings